Employment Situation, August 1986 by Maine Department of Labor et al.
Maine State Library
Digital Maine
Center for Workforce Research and Information
Documents Labor
8-1-1986
Employment Situation, August 1986
Maine Department of Labor
Maine Bureau of Employment Security
Maine Division of Economic Analysis and Research
Follow this and additional works at: https://digitalmaine.com/cwri_docs
This Text is brought to you for free and open access by the Labor at Digital Maine. It has been accepted for inclusion in Center for Workforce Research
and Information Documents by an authorized administrator of Digital Maine. For more information, please contact statedocs@maine.gov.
Recommended Citation
Maine Department of Labor, Maine Bureau of Employment Security, and Maine Division of Economic Analysis and Research,
"Employment Situation, August 1986" (1986). Center for Workforce Research and Information Documents. 441.
https://digitalmaine.com/cwri_docs/441
,. 
BATH-BRUNSWICK LABOR MARKET AREA 
The unemployment rate in the Bath-Brunswick Labor Market Area dropped from 3.7 percent in July to 2.8 
percent in August. The August rate was the lowest unemployment rate ever recorded in the area. At the 
same time, the State's unemployment rate declined fr001 5.6 percent to 4.2 percent, while the national 
rate dipped from 7.0 percent to 6.7 percent. Between July and August, local resident employment 
increased from 25,330 to 25,340, while total joblessness declined from 970 to 730. Over the month, 
employment increases in apparel and shipbuilding were slightly offset by job losses in services. Last 
August 23,880 residents were employed and 1,030 were unemployed, resulting in an unemployment rate of 
4.1 percent. 
BIDDEFORD LABOR MARKET AREA 
After a seasonal downturn in July, economic conditions in the Biddeford Labor Market Area improved in 
August, as workers who were temporarily separated from the textile mil 1 products and leather and leather 
products industries returned to work. Also in manufacturing, electronic equipment employment rose 
slightly. Employment in the nonmanufacturi ng sector remained essentially unchanged. These developments 
helped resident employment increase fr001 25,880 in July to 26,150 in August. The number unemployed 
dropped from 1,680 to 950. The local unemployment rate plummeted from 6.1 percent in July to 3.5 
percent in August, placing the local rate below both the State and national unemployment rates of 4.2 
percent and 6.7 percent, respectively. Last August the local unemployment rate was 3.8 percent. 
LEWISTON-AUBURN METROPOLITAN STATISTICAL AREA 
Labor market conditions in the Lewiston-Auburn Metropolitan Statistical Area returned to nomial in 
August, as workers in leather and leather products, textile mil 1 products, and metals manufacturing 
returned to work following the annual July vacation period. The nonmanufacturing sector also expanded, 
with employment gains in contract construction; retail trade; and finance, insurance, and real estate. 
Resident employment increased from 37,000 in July to 37,500 in August, while unemployment decreased fr()Tl 
3,600 to 2,300. As a result, the local unemployment rate dropped from 8.9 percent to 5.8 percent. The 
August rate was the lowest monthly rate recorded in the area si nee October 1985 and the lowest August 
rate since 1978. Meanwhile, State and national unemployment rates for August 1986 stood at 4.2 percent 
and 6.7 percent, respectively. 
PORTLAND METROPOLITAN STATISTICAL AREA 
From July to August the number unemployed in the Portland Metropolitan Statistical Area dropped from 
3,600 to 2,800, as workers on lay-off from leather and leather products firms and the metals and 
machinery industries returned to work. The local area's unemployment rate fell from 3.1 percent in July 
to 2.4 percent in August. Statewide conditions were much the same, as the unemployment rate dropped 
from 5.6 percent in July to 4.2 percent in August. Meanwhile, the local economy had other bright spots. 
After a five month slide, employment in transportation equipment manufacturing increased by 100. Also, 
trade and services in the nonmanufacturing sector had seasonal gains. On the minus side, state and 
local school systems evidenced continued summer employment losses. In over-the-year changes, the number 
unemployed is down by 200 fr001 last August, while resident employment is up by 3,900. 
RUMFORD LABOR MARKET AREA 
The unemployment rate in the Rumford Labor Market Area fell fr001 11.8 percent in July to 6.7 percent in 
August. Resident employment increased from 7,620 to 7,690, while unemployment declined from 1,020 to 
550. The improved employment situation can be attributed to seasonal job gains in lumber and wood 
products, contract construction, and retail trade, along with the return to work of individuals 
temporarily separated from the leather and leather products industry. The current local unemployment 
rate of 6.7 percent was above the corresponding statewide rate of 4.2 percent, but equal to the national 
rate. A year ago the local unemployment rate stood at 7.1 percent. At that time 7,680 local residents 
were employed and 590 were unemployed. 
WATERVILLE LABOR MARKET AREA 
The unemployment rate in the Waterville Labor Market Area dropped slightly in August. While resident 
employment rose to 21,660 from 21,190 in July, the number unemployed dropped from 1,220 to 1,000, 
resulting in an unemployment rate of 4.4 percent. The August rate of 4. 4 percent represents a 1.0 
percent aye point drop from the rate recorded in July. A year ago the area I s unemployment rate was 4. 7 
percent. At that time 21,220 residents were employed and 1,050 were jobless. This August the local 
unemployment rate once more hovered above the State's rate of 4.2 percent and remained well below the 
national rate of 6.7 percent. The improvement in the area's unemployment rate can be attributed in part 
to the return to work of persons temporarily laid off in the apparel, textile, paper, and lumber 
industries. Gains in these manufacturing industries more than offset small employment losses in food 
and kindred products. There was little change in employment in the nonmanufacturing sector. 
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STATISTICAL 
DATA 
SERIES· CLF 8-86 
CIVILIAN LABOR FORCE BY MAINE LABOR MARKET AREA, NEW ENGLAND STATES, AND THE UNITED STATES JJ 
LABOR rOHCE 21 RE SIDENT EMPLOYED 
AREAS 
1\1111-fl(i .1!11 v Rfi 1\1111 85 1\1111. 86 Julv 86 A11n 85 
MAINE-Statewide . . ........ 5B3.n 51J5.3 570.0 559 .1 552.5 544.7 
MAJOR LABOR MARKETS 
Bangor MSA . . .. . . . .. . . . . .. 39, 900 40,400 40 ,000 38,100 38,400 38,400 
Lewiston -Auburn MSA . . . . ..... 39 ,800 40,600 39. 500 37,500 37 ,000 37, 100 
Portland MSA . . . .. . . 116 ,800 117 ,800 113,100 114 ,000 114,200 110 ,100 
Portsmouth-Dover· 
Rochester MSA 3/ .... .. .. . . . n/a 133,330 125, 310 n/a 128,080 121,150 
OTHER LABOR MARKETS 
Augusta . . . . ... ' . . . . . .... 31, 380 31, 920 31,320 30,040 30, 170 30,030 
Bath-Brunswick . . .. ... .. .. ... . 26,070 26 ,300 24,910 25 ,340 25 ,330 23,880 
Belfast . . . -· . 11,280 11,410 11, 170 10 ,410 10,480 10,200 
Biddeford. . . . . . . ..... . . 27, 100 27 ,560 26, 4 70 26,150 25 ,880 25 ,460 
Boothbay Harbor-Wiscasset .. . .. 14 ,960 15,020 16,120 14,570 14,560 15 ,680 
Calais-Eastport . ... . ...... . .. . . 17 ,040 14,140 16 ,080 16 ,000 12,840 15,220 
Caribou-Presque Isle .. .. .... . . . 22,030 22, 720 21, 180 20 ,360 20, 710 19,660 
Central Penobscot ... ... .. ..... 2,760 2,820 2,680 2,590 2,620 2,510 
Dover-Foxcroft . .. .. .. . . .... . .. 6,470 6,530 6, 190 6,020 6,070 5,860 
Ellsworth . 
· -l'I ······ . . . . • ! •. 27 ,050 26 ,050 26, 120 26, 150 24,950 25,280 
Farmington . . . . . . . . . . . . 11,300 12,050 11,490 10,540 11,030 10,560 
Fort Kent-Allagash . . . .... . .. . . . 5,440 5,620 5,130 5,070 5, 180 4,760 
Greenville .. ... 1,360 1,360 1,220 1,290 1,270 1,150 
Houlton . . . . . .. . . 6,210 6,310 6, 170 5,810 5,850 5,770 
Kittery-York 3/ ... .. .. . . . . . 30 ,190 30,020 28,480 29,860 29 ,590 28, 190 
Lincoln -Howland .. . .. . . . . . ... 5,600 5,610 5,330 5,280 5,220 5,050 
Livermore Falls . . . .... 4,560 4,780 4,770 4,300 4,430 4,440 
Madawaska-Van Buren 3,860 3,970 3,890 3,580 3,660 3,640 
Miiiinocket-East Miiiinocket . 4,380 4,530 4,470 4,110 4,200 4,310 
Norway-Paris . . ... ... ' .. ... 12,0YO 12,470 11,630 11,480 11,650 11,010 
Patten-Island Falls . . . ... .. . . . . 2,980 3,010 2,640 2 ,810 2,840 2,510 
Rockland. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 18,110 17, 790 18,620 17 ,490 16, 980 17 ,830 
Rumford . . ...... ... .. .. . . .. .. . 8,240 8,640 8,270 7 ,690 7,620 7 ,680 
Sanford .... ...... .. . . . . . .. . 15,620 15,740 15,560 14,910 14,790 14,580 
Sebago Lakes Region ... . .. 15,030 14,900 13 ,240 14,620 14, 380 12,860 
Skowhegan . .. . . .... ... .... 23,340 22,860 21, 980 21,990 20,530 20,430 
Southwest Penobscot ... .. ..... 10, 100 9 ,910 10,010 9,410 8,870 9,310 
Waterville . . .... .. . .. ......... 22,660 22,410 22,270 21,660 21,190 21,220 
OTHER NEW ENGLAND STATES 
Connecticut ..•. .. .. .• .. . . . ... n/a 1, 781.0 1, 721.4 n/ a 1,708.1 1,638.4 
Massachusetts . . . ....... . ..... 3,161.5 3,143.0 3,107 .9 3,044.6 3,023.0 2, 993 .5 
New Hampshire ... ..... . ..... . 564.8 576.0 547.1 548 .3 554 .5 527.3 
Rhode Island . .... · · ··· . . . .. 508 .4 504.3 500.6 491.4 483.9 477.9 
Vermont ... .. .... ...... . .. . . . . 287 .4 285.1 275.4 277 .3 273 .9 264.4 
NEW ENGLAND STATES . . . ... .. .. n/a 6 ,874. 7 6, 722.4 n/a 6,595.9 6,446.2 
UN ITED STATES 4/ .. .. . .. . .... . .. 11q _471 1 ?n 1n1 1 lfi ,;7q 111 'i 1 'i 111 A1? 1 OR 1,?A 
MSA Mclropolrt an Sta tistical Area 
Note: n/a indi~atos that the Information was not available at the time of printing . Employment and unemployment may not add to labor force due to rounding. 
Footnolea 
UNEMPLOYM ENT 
Aua. 86 Julv 86 
24.5 32.8 
1,800 2,000 
2,300 3,600 
2,800 3,600 
n/a 5,250 
1,340 1,750 
730 970 
870 930 
950 1,680 
390 460 
1,040 1,300 
1,670 2,010 
170 200 
450 460 
900 1,100 
760 1.020 
370 440 
70 90 
400 460 
330 430 
320 390 
260 350 
280 310 
270 330 
610 820 
170 170 
620 810 
550 1,020 
710 950 
410 520 
1,350 2,330 
690 1,040 
1,000 1,220 
n/a 72.9 
116.9 120 .0 
16.5 21.5 
17.0 20 .4 
10 .1 11.2 
n/a 278 .8 
7 Ql;.I;. R 471 
J1 Lahor forco. employment. and unemploymenl dala for all areas not seasonally adjusted. Estimates made Independently for each labor market area have been benchmarked to and 
extrapolated from tho Curront fuputotton Survey estimates for the state. Afl data adjusted to place <Jf residence basis. Excludes members of the Armed Forces . 
.2J Current and las! month flgu1e3 preliminary; year ago ll11ures rovlsod . 
.Ji Klllnry York Is lhe eight-town Maino portion of the ~rtsmouth-Oover-Rochester MSA which Includes towns In bolh Maine and New Hampshire. 
~ National m; Jlrnalns ba~od on a samr,tu of household visits ; state estimates ba 5ed on enlargements of employmenl figures reported . 
HtfSE DATA Altr COMPILED BY THE MAINE BUREAU OF EMPLOYMENT SECURITY IN COOPERATION WITH THE US. BUREAU OF LABOR STATISTICS. 
MA I N E DEPARTM ENT O F 
,~~~-!~!!\ BUREAU OF EMPLOYMENT SECURITY 
Division of Economic Analysis and R....,ch 
,-
-cc, 
::0 
> ~ 
UNEMPIOYMFNT RATF 
Aun. 85 Aua. 86 Julv 86 Aua. 85 
25.3 4.2 5.6 4.4 
1,600 4.5 5.0 4.0 
2, 400 5. 8 8.9 6.1 
3,000 2.4 3. 1 2.7 
4, 160 n/a 3.9 3.3 
1,290 4.3 5.5 4.1 
1,030 2.8 3.7 4.1 
970 7.7 8.2 8.7 
1,010 3.5 6.1 3.8 
440 2.6 3.1 2.7 
860 6.1 9.2 5.3 
1,520 7.6 8.8 7.2 
170 6.2 7.1 6.3 
330 7.0 7.0 5.3 
840 3.3 4.2 3.2 
930 6.7 8.5 8 .1 
370 6.8 7 .8 7.2 
70 5.1 6.6 5.7 
400 6.4 7.3 6.5 
290 1.1 1.4 1.0 
280 5.7 7 .o 5.3 
330 5.7 7.3 6.9 
250 7.3 7.8 6.4 
160 6.2 7.3 3.6 
620 5.0 6.6 5.3 
130 5.7 5.6 4.9 
790 3.4 4.6 4.2 
590 6 .7 11 .. 8 7.1 
980 4.5 6.0 6.3 
380 2.7 3.5 2.9 
1,550 5.8 10.2 7.1 
700 6.8 10.5 7.0 
1,050 4.4 5.4 4.7 
83.0 n/a 4.1 4.8 
114.4 3.7 3.8 3.7 
19.8 2.9 3.7 3.6 
22.7 3.3 4.0 4.5 
11.0 3.5 3.9 4.0 
27 6.2 n/a 4.1 4.1 
A nc;1 F. .7 7-n fi _q 
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SUPPLEMENT TO THE STATEWIDE MONTHLY NEWS RELE AS E 
A BRIEF ANALYSIS COVERING SELECTED MAINE LABOR MARKET AREAS 
AUGUSTA LABOR MARKET AREA 
Resident employment dropped a bit in the Augusta Labor Market Area fron 30,170 in July to 30,040 in August . The 
number unemployed also dropped from 1,750 to 1,340. These declines combined to result in an August unemployment 
rate of 4.3 percent, which was 1.2 percentage points below the local rate recorded in July. Nationally, the 
unemployment rate dropped from 7.0 percent to 6.7 percent between July and August, while the State's rate declined 
from 5.6 percent to 4.2 percent. Last August the local unemployment rate was somewhat lower at 4.1 percent. At 
that t ime , there were 30,030 local residents employed, while 1,290 were jobles s. On a positive note, between July 
and August this year there were some over-the-month employment gains in manufa cturing. These were largely the 
resu l t of the return to work of persons temporarily laid off from the apparel, paper, and leather industries. 
BANGOR METROPOLITAN STATISTICAL AREA 
3: 
~ 
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z ,,, 
Gr) 
Both employment and unemployment declined slightly in the Bangor Metropolitan Statistical Area (MSA) between July~ 
and August. The unemployment rate declined from 5.0 percent in July to 4.5 percent in August. Meanwhile, the ~ 
unemployment rate for the State dropped fron 5.6 percent to 4.2 percent, and the national rate declined from 7.0 ----t 
percent to 6.7 percent. Local resident employment decreased from 38,400 in July to 38,100 in August, while the ri, 
numher of unemployed dropped fron 2,000 to 1,800. Although the local nonmanufacturing base remains strong, r--
permanent layoffs in the leather and leather products industry continue to plague the area. --. 
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MAIN( O[PARTM[NT OF 
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STATISTICAL DATA SERIES: CCLF 8-86 
CIVILIAN LABOR FORCE 2/ UNEMPLOYMENT RATE RESIDENT EMPLOYED 
COUNTY 1/ 
-· Auq. 86 Julv 86 Auq. 85 AuQ. 86 Julv 86 Auq. 85 Auq. 86 July 86 Auq. 85 Auq. 86 Julv 86 Auq. 85 
ANDROSCOGGIN . . . . . . . ....... 46,370 47,440 46,270 2,580 4,040 2,790 5.6 8.5 6.0 43,790 43,400 43,480 
AROOSTOOK . .. . ...... . .. 39,580 40,660 38,160 2,830 3,320 2,620 7.2 8.2 6.9 36,750 37,340 35,540 
CUMBERLAND . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. .. . . 126,830 127,800 121,970 3,080 3,950 3,300 2.4 3 .1 2.7 123,750 123,850 118,670 
FRANKLIN ... . ....... ... . . .... . ... . 11,300 12,050 11,490 760 1,020 930 6.7 8.5 8 .1 10,540 11,030 10,560 
HANCOCK ....... .. .... . ....... . 27,050 26,050 26,120 900 1, 100 840 3.3 4.2 3.2 26, 150 24,950 25,280 
KENNEBEC ....... ... .. ... . .. . . .... 52,360 52,560 51,880 2,280 2,830 2,250 4. 4 5.4 4.3 50,080 49,730 49,630 
KNOX . .... . ........... . .. . .. .. .. 16, 120 · 15,810 16,550 540 690 670 3.3 4.4 4.0 15,580 15, 120 15,880 
LINCOLN .... . ........ . . . .... .. .. . 17,500 17 ,540 18,700 490 600 580 2.8 3.4 3. 1 17 ,010 16,940 18,120 
OXFORD ......... . ... ...... 23,360 24,050 22,470 1,210 1,890 1,270 5.2 7.9 5.7 22, 150 22,160 21,200 
PENOBSCOT ..... . ......... . ...... . . 62,310 62,840 61,950 3,260 3,940 2,940 5.2 6.3 4.7 59,050 58,900 59,010 
PISCATAQUIS . . . . . .. .. . .... 7,820 7,900 7,420 510 560 400 6.5 7.1 5.4 7 ,310 7,340 7,020 
SAGADAHOC ... . ... . . .. .. . . ... ..... 13,930 14,130 13,480 400 600 660 2.9 4.2 4.9 13 ,530 13,530 12,820 
SOMERSET ....... . . ... ............. 23,340 22,860 21,980 1,350 2,330 l ,550 5.8 1 o. 2 7.1 21,990 20,530 20,430 
WALDO ........... . . . ... . ......... 12,680 12,840 12 ,540 940 1,020 1,000 7.4 7.9 8.0 11 , 740 11,820 11 ,540 
WASHINGTON . . . .... 
· · ···· · · 
17,040 14, 140 16,080 1, 040 1,300 860 6. 1 9.2 5.3 16,000 12 ,840 15,220 
YORK ....... . ........ . ... . ... .... ... 86,070 86,650 82,990 2,350 3,620 2,970 2.7 4.2 3.2 83,720 83,030 80,320 
y Labor force . employment . and unemployment data are no t seaso nna l ly ad1usted. All data are on a place of res idence bas is . Members o f the armed forces are exc luded IDll'' ·. 
2/ Current and last month figures prelim inary: year ago figures re vi sed . 
THESE DATA ARE COMPILED BY THE MAINE BUREAU OF EMPLOYMENT SE CURITY Labor Market Information Services 
AS A FEDERAL · STATE REPRESENTATIVE OF THE U.S. BUREAU OF LABOR STATISTICS _ 
